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largely of native growth, — the offshoots of our free institutions, and 
that in legal science we are less indebted to Europe than is usually- 
supposed. We heartily commend the work to the American public. 



6. — A Treatise on Maritime Law : including the Law of Shipping ; 
ike Law of Marine Insurance ; and the Law and Practice of Admi- 
ralty. By Theophilus Parsons, LL. D., Dane Professor of Law 
in Harvard University. In two Volumes. Boston : Little, Brown, 
& Co. 1859. Royal 8vo. pp. 780, 871. 

The publication of these massive volumes, by the eminent Dane Pro- 
fessor in Harvard University, forms an era in the history of legal bibli- 
ography. "What Dr. "Whewell's History of the Inductive Sciences is to 
the separate treatises which illustrate the departments of knowledge 
which he generalizes under the same great law, Professor Parsons's 
work will be to the heretofore disjointed members of Maritime Law, 
Shipping, Insurance, and Admiralty. The tendency of all philosophy 
is to unity, and we are glad to see the recognition and exhibition of this 
truth in legal literature. Prom the library to the bench the passage is 
natural, and should be rapid. We can well imagine the pleasure with 
which the illustrious father of the author, — Chief Justice Parsons, so 
noted in his day for his knowledge of Admiralty Law, — would have 
hailed a work like this. Here we have a systematic digest of the prin- 
ciples and applications to be found scattered in the Roman Civil Law ; 
the Consolato del Mare ; the Laws of Oleron ; the Laws of Wis- 
buy ; Cleirac's text of, and annotations to, Le Guidon, and his own Us 
et Coutumes de la Mer ; Valin's Commentary upon the Ordonnance de 
la Marine of Louis XIV. ; Roccus's admirable De Navibus et Naulo 
(by the way, well translated by that learned and excellent advocate, 
Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, of Philadelphia) ; the Discursus Legales of 
Casaregis ; Pothier on Maritime Contracts of Letting to Hire ; and 
the recorded decisions and other dicta of Mansfield, Story, and various 
great lights of the law. In short, the advocate and the judge can now 
obtain at a slight cost that which no money, and no amount of labor 
consistent with the discharge of the duties of a professional life, could 
previously secure to them. The necessity of a work of this character 
is amply proved in Professor Parsons's Preface to this Treatise. It is 
obvious that the Law of Shipping, and the Law of Marine Insurance, 
to be properly understood, must be considered in their connection ; that 
General Average belongs both to Shipping and Insurance, and con- 
nects the two together ; that the law of remedy or enforcement in mar- 
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itime affairs is the Law of Admiralty ; that Salvage, equally important 
in Shipping and Insurance, and one of the connecting links which 
unite them, belongs almost exclusively to Admiralty ; and that the sub- 
ject of maritime liens, as distinct from common law liens, properly 
comes under the law and jurisdiction of Admiralty, and should be ruled 
by the established principles and enforced by the processes of Admiralty 
courts. 

" I cannot but think," says the author, " that there are important defects 
and mischievous uncertainties in the maritime law of England and of this 
country, at this day, which would never have existed, had the various rights, 
obligations, and remedies which belong to it been usually regarded as parts, of 
one whole. For example, the law of the sale of distant ships and cargoes, and the 
law of abandonment, would not, I think, and the law of lien on ships and cargoes 
would not, I am certain, have been in that case what they are now. I add, 
that by adhering to my plan of putting very few cases in the text, but making 
that, as far as I could, a connected and logical statement of all the principles 
and rules of the law, and placing in the notes the authorities on which they rest, 
with such citations as seem to afford needed illustration, or due qualification, I 
have succeeded in compressing my work within these two volumes. 

" Long ago I had become satisfied that the boundless affluence of existing 
legal authority, and the rapid increase of the reports of English and American 
courts, and of other repositories of the law, made it, with every passing year, 
more difficult for a lawyer to possess the means of a thorough investigation, 
and impossible for him to give the time and labor necessary for such investigation, 
to the many questions which arise in practice. I was further convinced, that 
books might be made in which this labor of investigation should be so thor- 
oughly performed, and the results so given in the text, and the authorization 
and illustration so put forth in the notes, as in most cases to render further 
research unnecessary, and to make it much easier when necessary. It is this 
book that I have endeavored to make. The difficulty of accomplishing such 
a work was obvious ; but it did not seem impossible. 1 knew that it could not 
be made without the command of a completed library, and that I have here ; 
and an accumulation and consolidation of the results of a very large amount 
of intelligent labor, and for this purpose I have added to my own efforts the 
resources of skilful and zealous industry within my reach." 

We now have before us the finished and noble superstructure of 
which the foundations were laid as long ago as 1851. To feel assured 
that these volumes will hereafter be, not useful merely, but indispen- 
sable to a legal student who consults either his own reputation or the 
interests of his client, one would need no more than a glance at their 
contents. As Americans, we are proud to believe that in the Inns of 
Court and the Inns of Chancery, the courts of "Westminster and the 
libraries of Parliament, Parsons's Maritime Law will be placed by 
the Commentaries of Kent, and the treatises and decisions of Story. 



